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<bngt:essm1m Heney A. Naxm:m (fr.-I.os Angeles) iS currently ·worltiilg for the enact

ment of a law which l'xrol.d rrake damage. to reliqi.0\19 b'uildinqs ard their· contents a 

Federal crine • . '1he rreasure t~.10Uld give vandalized ~s and churches FBI 

assistance in. solving the criires. 

Uooer the t~axman-badred rreasure convicted vandals would re st:biect to a Federal 

punishnent of up to five years in nri.eon, a fine of up to $10,000. or toth. '111ese 

Federal, penalties \oJOuld be inp)sed in addition to any state punishment to which the 

guilty persons are liable. 

Hcmnan said, 

"I am extz:eitely distw:bed by acts of vandalism am arson that have occurred in· 

xey own <D'!ItllJlity recently. Synac;ogues have had 'lbrcm Scrolls stolen or desecrated, 

damage has been cbne to syna~ and churdl structures and both syna~ and 

dlurdles have had various sacred chjects of gold and silver stolen. 

'''.lhe desecration of a sacred plare of \«>rship canmt be ·neasmred in terms of 

the dollar.·value of.'chjects taken or the rost' of n!pai.rs. '.!he very valres ·of our 

society am threatened when burglars and arsonists · focts thei.i:"o attention on plaoes, 

of \«>rship. " 

~·laxnan noted that ritual objects stolen, desecrated oro destroyed am ve:rv often 

irreplaeeable because of their anticui.ty, tnmenoous ·sentimental value .or ·tmitrue· 

:religious significance. 


